8th Grade Social Studies History
Course Information 

Required Course: 1 Year 

Teacher: Mr. Haagsma
Materials 

Text: American History  in-class copy with access online)
Binder or Folder, Lined Paper, Pencil, Learning Journal

Course Philosophy 
History is exciting and relevant because it enables us to think deeply about where we’ve been and where we’re going. A thorough understanding of history helps us to be better citizens of the world and agents of God’s grace because we can more fully grasp the complexities of culture, society, and human nature. In this way, history is immediately relevant to our lives – after all, history is the way today got here! The true importance of history is understanding and applying these big concepts, and the names, dates, and events we learn are tools to explore society and culture in the past and today.
Course Description 

This course in U.S. history will cover the time period from the Revolutionary War to around 1900. “Historical thinking”, conceptual and big picture ideas that focus around cause and effect and critical thinking, will be emphasized. One of the main goals of this course is to help students become better thinkers; to create ideas and opinions and be able to back them up with knowledge. This is the most important part of being a historian.
Course Goals 

Students will be able to: 

1. Use historical evidence to create a convincing argument or explanation.
2. Identify key people and events during this time period and explain their significance.
3. Critically evaluate historical decisions, events, and actions from a Christian viewpoint.
4. Effectively read and understand different types of historical texts, such as visual art and primary sources.
5. Analyze cause and effect relationships in history.
6. Connect historical concepts to our world today; appreciate the relevance of history to current events.
7. Engage in discussion about historical and current issues and how they fit with a Christian worldview.
8. Grow as historians.
Course Components
This course will include class discussion, group work, tests and quizzes, simulations, individual and collaborative projects, films, research, journaling, class and individual readings, drama, various writing assignments, exploring primary sources, and other methods of discovery. Emphasis will be given to connecting current issues in today’s world with historical situations.
Student Requirements 

Participation
(10% of overall grade)

· Be ready (pencil, lined paper, folder)

· Ask and answer questions

· Participate

 
Daily Work

(35% of overall grade)
· Class Work
· Participate and help in group work

· Clean up after yourself and your group

· Answer all questions completely

· Be neat and organized

· Homework
· Have it with you

· Have it all completed

· Have it neatly done in your best penmanship

· Have assignment ID on it in the upper right corner of the paper (Name, date, section, page #’s)

Tests / Quizzes 
(25% of your overall grade)

Suggestions for study:

· Make flashcards

· Write notes

· Create maps and pictures

· Make acronyms

· Quiz yourself

· Have someone quiz you

· Review the class work and homework

· Be complete and neat
Projects

(30% of overall grade)
Late Work/Absences

I will accept late work for a maximum of one week following the original due date; however, each day the assignment will go down one letter grade.  Late work may also result in being put in homework club. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed; either come to me or ask a peer. Make sure you get any handouts, notes, assignments, etc. right away.
Expectations, Behavior, Consequences

Our theme is “Seeing God 24/7”. Since we are image bearers of God, something of God should be seen in us. Our classmates should see aspects of God’s character in us, as we should see the same in them.

Respect: yourself, your peers, the school environment, and your teacher.

Be responsible for: your work, your supplies, and your time.

A system of “checks” is provided to keep students accountable to this standard. Checks are given for being unprepared, disruptive, or other inappropriate behavior. If a student receives three checks in three week time period, that student receives a detention.
